
OPPORTUNITIES FOR PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT
IN THE SCOTTISH PLANNING SYSTEM

LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLANS &
STRATEGIC DEVELOPMENT PLANS

Primary basis for assessing planning applications, appeals & reviews

PLANNING APPLICATIONS, 
APPEALS & LOCAL REVIEWS
Assessed primarily against the Development Plan

APPEALS & LOCAL REVIEWS

Scottish Government: Guide to the Planning System
Guide to Planning Appeals
Circular 4/2013: Planning Appeals
Circular 5/2013: Local Reviews

PAS Information Sheet 4: Appeals & Reviews

Adopt (LDP) or
approve (SDP)

These diagrams shows opportunities for public involvement in the 
current Scottish planning system (2006 Act). 

More detailed information can be found via the weblinks beneath.
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APPLICATIONS

Scottish Government: 
Guide to the Planning System
Circular 3/2013: Development Management

PAS: Info. Sheet 2: Development Management

Scottish Government: 
Guide to the Planning System
Circular 6/2013: Development Planning

PAS Information Sheet 1: Development Plans
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Supplementary Guidance can 
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planning authorities, who must 
consult the public on draft 

Guidance before approving it. M
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public consultation 
opportunities

planning application 
stages

public consultation by 
developer: 'National' & 

'Major' applications only

Enhanced scrutiny  e.g.       
pre-determination hearings

Approve Refuse

Submit 
planning application

publicity & 
neighbour notification 
by planning authority

for 'National' &
some 'Major' 

development proposals

Appeals 
(National or Major applications)

Local Reviews
(Local applications)

Consultation

only open to people who 
commented on the 

planning application 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/guide-planning-system-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/planning-appeals-guide/
https://www.pas.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/4-Appeals-Local-Reviews.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/planning-series-circular-5-2013-schemes-delegation-local-reviews/
https://www.pas.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/4-Appeals-Local-Reviews.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/guide-planning-system-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/planning-series-circular-3-2013-development-management-procedures/
https://www.pas.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/2-Development-Management.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/guide-planning-system-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/planning-series-circular-6-2013-development-planning/
https://www.pas.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/1-The-Development-Plan.pdf

